












off-duty, sleeper berth, or on-duty/non-driving period 
within that time limit. 

The Flexible Sleeper Berth pilot program will add more 
sleeper berth split options beyond the current 8/2 and 7 /3 
options (e.g., splitting the 10-hour-off-duty requirement 
into 6/4 and 5/5 splits). This would allow temporary 
regulatory relief from the regulation requiring one period 
of at least 7 consecutive hours in the sleeper berth. 

FMCSA data collection 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) plans to study these two programs to see how 
they may increase flexibility in current hours-of-service 
(HOS) regulations. 

For the first program, the FMCSA will collect data and 
determine whether the added flexibility has an impact on 
safety outcomes. 

For the second program, the FMCSA will test the safety of 
splitting up off-duty time and explore how it may impact 
driver fatigue and other safety performance indicators. 

Stay tuned for future updates on how these pilot programs 
may impact your operations. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Slips, trips, and falls 

As well as being painful and potentially embarrassing, 
a slip, trip, or fall can be costly for both the driver and 
the motor carrier. Something as simple as missing 
a step or walking across a wet warehouse floor can 
cause an accident. These accidents can mean a loss in 
working hours and income for the driver and a loss in 
productivity and profit for the motor carrier. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Questions of the Month ... 
Question: Where in the regulations does it state 
that the address on the driver's license must be the 
same as the driver's current address? 
Answer: Section 383.23 of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations (FMCSRs) states that a driver's 
commercial driver's license (CDL) must be issued by 
the driver's state or jurisdiction of domicile. 

State of domicile is defined in Sec 383.5 as the: "State 
where a person has his/her true, fixed, and permanent 
home and principal residence and to which he/she has 
the intention of returning whenever he/she is absent." 

Once the individual's "state of domicile" has been 
established, that's the state from which the driver's 
license must be issued. Section 383.153 addresses 
the information that must be included on a CDL or 
commercial learner's permit (CLP). 

Per Section 383.153(a)(2), the CDL or CLP must 
include: "The full name, signature, and mailing or 
residential address in the licensing State of the person 
to whom such license is issued." 

Question: Is there a general rule or regulation for which 
tires need to be chained during the winter season? 
Answer: The FMCSRs don't address tire chains, 
leaving it to the states to regulate and enforce. Most 
states have a section or statute that's very general, 
stating that tire chains of a reasonable size may be 
used when required for safety. 

There are some states that are more in-depth when it comes 
to this issue, including CA, CO, NV, OR, and WA. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your subscription to this publication gives you access to our 
Expert Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts by emailing us, privately 
and securely, at: asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
On average, our experienced experts provide an 
answer in less than two business hours. 
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