












• Establishes a referee testing network and roadside
inspection protocols.

• Requires that proof of compliance be carried in
vehicles and test results be submitted periodically.

EPA's proposal 
EPA's proposal indicates support for the regulation as 
it applies to California-registered vehicles, finding it 
consistent with Clean Air Act requirements. 

However, the agency notes legal and constitutional 
concerns about the regulation's application to out-of-state 
and international vehicles. 

The EPA proposes to: 
• Approve the regulation for California-registered vehicles.
• Disapprove the regulation as it applies to out-of-state

and out-of-country vehicles. ♦
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•--•••• ••• - Next Month's Topic: 
Winter driving 

Being prepared for the extreme cold, snow, and ice 
of winter can make all the difference when it comes 
to safe winter travel. Make sure your drivers are 
prepared to drive in adverse conditions by teaching 
them the techniques to use in a variety of situations. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your subscription to this publication gives you access to our 
Expert Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts by emailing us, privately 
and securely, at: asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
On average, our experienced experts provide an 
answer in less than two business hours. 

G Expert Help: Questions of the Month ... 
Question: We have a driver who regularly leaves 
and returns from a convenience store parking 
lot. Is this the same as starting and ending 
the day at the same location for acquiring the 
16-hour exemption?
Answer: As long as the driver is going on duty 
and off duty at the same location for the previous 
five work days, the 16-hour exception in 49 CPR 
395.l(o) may be used. This would be true whether
your driver is going on/off duty at the convenience
store or going on/off duty at your company terminal
or other company location (and using personal
conveyance to get to/from the convenience store).

The 16-hour exception requires that the driver 
start and end the day at the driver's "normal 
work reporting location," but there is no specific 
definition of that phrase. It's understood to be the 
place where the driver normally goes on duty at the 
start of the day and off duty at the end of the day. 
As long as that's the same location (whether it's the 
driver's home, a company location, or a convenience 
store), and the driver has started/ended there for the 
previous five workdays, the driver should be able to 
use the exception. 

Question: Is it true that a CDL driver with 
hazmat loads must stay within a 100-air mile 
radius instead of a 150-air mile radius? 
Answer: No, that is not correct, at least under 
federal regulations. Under the short-haul exceptions 
in 49 CPR 395.l(e), drivers 
hauling hazmat (or any other 
cargo) who want to use the 
exception must remain within 
a 150-air-mile radius. 

The USDOT changed the 
100-air-mile radius to 150 air
miles many years ago; some states may still use a
100 air-mile radius for intrastate operations. ♦
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