












Meet the standard - If a driver who was cited learns 
enough English to meet the standard (based on a company 
assessment), the driver may return to driving. There's 
no need to let the DOT know that this has happened 
(although if it's done within 15 days, it may be noted 
on the roadside inspection report before returning it to 
the state). It's a good idea to document the process the 
driver used (e.g., 
classes, training, 
etc.) to get into 
compliance. 

If the driver 
is inspected, 
quizzed, and 
placed out of 
service again, 
however, the 
consequences 
will be higher 
because the 
driver would 
then be charged 
with violating an 
OOS order. 

Fight it-
If a driver or company decides to fight the initial violation 
by filing a DataQs challenge, they will need to somehow 
prove that the driver was in compliance at the time of 
the inspection (not that it was improved later on). When 
it comes to language ability, this can be difficult at best. 
The challenge should be filed as quickly as possible and 
include video evidence that verifies the driver's identity 
and shows the driver's language and sign-recognition 
abilities. ♦ 

Key to remember: The FMCSA has issued new 
guidance to help motor carriers ensure their drivers are 
compliant with the English-language standard and avoid 
the 00S orders that can result from roadside violations. 

Next Month's Topic: 
Fuel milage improvement 

The cost of fuel used to keep a truck running is one of 
a motor carrier's biggest operational expenses. Your 
drivers' everyday driving practices have a real impact 
on fuel conservation, and in turn, your company's 
bottom line. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month ,.. 
Question: We have a driver who would like to 
drive school buses for our company. Is the driver 
required to complete entry-level driver training 
(ELDT)? 

Answer: Much will depend on the class of license 
and (if applicable) endorsement(s) the individual 
possesses. 

If the driver has a non-CDL class of license and 
wants to operate a school bus with a GVWR of 
26,001 pounds or more, the driver will need to 
complete 
Class B CDL, 
passenger 
endorsement, 
and school bus 
endorsement 
ELDT. 

If the driver 
possesses a 
Class B CDL 
and wants to operate a school bus with a GVWR 
of 26,001 pounds or more, the driver will need to 
complete passenger endorsement and school bus 
endorsement ELDT. 

If the driver possesses a Class B CDL that includes 
a passenger endorsement and wants to operate a 
school bus with a GVWR of 26,001 pounds or 
more, the driver will need to complete school bus 
endorsement ELDT. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your subscription to this publication gives you access to our 
Expert Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts by emailing us, privately 
and securely, at: asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
On average, our experienced experts provide an 
answer in less than two business hours. 
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