












comes with costly/ 
time consuming 
consequences if 
ignored. 

If officers find a 
vehicle out-of­
service violation 
during the 
inspection, the 
vehicle will be 
stopped from 
operating until all violations are fixed. During the 
inspection for safe tire compliance, inspectors will check 
for: 
• Low tread depth,
• Audible air leaks,
• Flat tires,
• Bulges in the side wall,
• Items lodged between dual tires,
• Exposed belt material or casing ply, 
• Tread or sidewall separation, and
• Any improper repairs.

About Roadcheck 
International Roadcheck is a three-day commercial motor 
vehicle (CMV) inspection event designed to educate and 
spread awareness about motor vehicle safety. Inspections 
will take place at weigh/inspection stations, during 
mobile patrols, and at temporary sites during the 72-hour 
inspection event. 

Inspectors will perform as many Level I inspections as 
possible. This is a complete inspection of the driver and 
vehicle, and will result in the vehicle being issued a three­
month CVSA decal if no critical violations are discovered. 
Unsuccessful inspections could result in a vehicle or 
driver being placed out of service. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Hours-of-service rules 

The hours-of-service regulations, located in Part 
395 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 
(FMCSRs), limit the number of hours an individual 
operating a commercial motor vehicle can drive, as 
well as the number of allowable on-duty hours. The 
main goal of the hours-of-service regulations is to 
keep fatigued drivers off the road. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month ... 
Question: We are an interstate carrier with 
drivers, CDL & Non-CDL, who operate CMVs. 
Our new hire went for a physical and the doctor 
requested a sleep study before issuing a med 
card. The appointments are out 1-2 months. Is 
there a grace period for the driver to obtain the 
study so that he can drive while waiting for the 
sleep study & results? 

Answer: If the driver has a current med card that 
is not expired, the driver can use it until this exam 
is given a final disposition by the examiner. If the 
driver's med card expires before this is figured out, 
he is medically unqualified. A pending status is 
good for 45 days, meaning the exam is not closed 
out for 45 days. If the driver is unable to provide the 
examiner with the results of a sleep study before 
45 days, which sounds like is the case, this exam is 
voided as incomplete, and the driver would need a 
new exam. 

The driver can also go for a second opinion if he 
wants, but he must list everything under the health 
history as he did on the 
first exam. He doesn't 
have to share the pending 
status of the first exam 
with the second examiner. 

It comes down to how 
much time is left on the 
current med card. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your subscription to this publication gives you access to our 
Expert Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts by emailing us, privately 
and securely, at: asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
On average, our experienced experts provide an 
answer in less than two business hours. 
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