












comparison, here are the following increases from the last 
three years: 
• 2024 = 3.2 percent
• 2023 = 7.7 percent
• 2022 = 6.2 percent

Prior to that, increases had generally been around 1 
percent each year. 

What does the increase mean? 
The increase means federal penalties levied on motor 
carriers, drivers, and others for violations of DOT 
regulations are going up, effective December 30, 2024. 

For example, a highway safety violation that might have 
cost up to $18,759 in 2024 could now result in a fine of 
$19,246. 

The complete list of maximum civil penalties is found 
in Appendices A and B to 49 CPR Part 386. Review 
the Federal Register for more details: https://www. 
federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-30608/ 
revisions-to-civil-penalty-amounts-2025 ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Defensive driving 

Your drivers' skill and good judgment as professionals 
make all the difference in most potential accident 
situations. Remind your drivers that defensive 
driving means watching out for everybody else and 
themselves at all times when out on the road. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month ... 
Question: One of my drivers was placed out 
of service for not wearing their contacts while 
operating a CDL vehicle. He now knows that he 
needs them to operate. What is the process to get 
the driver and the vehicle back in service? 
Answer: For driver violations, there is no direct 
documentation required (there is no "repair record" 
that must be retained related to "fixing" the driver). 
When they return the roadside inspection report, 
they are certifying that all violations have been 
addressed. 

In the case of the driver not wearing corrective 
lenses, they are signing/certifying that the driver 
was wearing corrective lenses before operating 
again and that the driver will wear them in the 
future. If they want to create some type of document 
to present during an audit or investigation indicating 
that the driver was corrected, that is voluntary. 

A record of the conversation with the driver 
verifying the driver was wearing corrective lenses 
before 
operating 
again and was 
instructed to 
always wear 
corrective 
lenses when 
driving would 
be adequate. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your subscription to this publication gives you access to our 
Expert Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts by emailing us, privately 
and securely, at: asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
On average, our experienced experts provide an 
answer in less than two business hours. 
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