








r�,, TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE - PERSONAL SAFETY

1. It's okay to discuss your load with other drivers at a truck stop.

A. True

B. False

2. When driving on the road:

A. Be wary of anyone asking you to pull over

B. Make sure you're not being followed

C. Be aware of your surroundings

D. All of the above

3. You should never lock your windows and doors while in the vehicle because it poses a
personal safety risk.

A. True

B. False

4. A good trip plan includes:

A. Using your intuition to pick a stop

B. Packing your favorite snacks

C. Mapping out two or three safe stops for each rest/refuel

D. All of the above

5. It's a best practice to keep your valuables hidden to avoid thieves.

A. True

B. False
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If PHMSA's proposed rule is accepted, it could: 

• Provide nearly $100 million in annual savings for
both consumers and businesses,

• Improve supply chains by simplifying regulations that
impact drivers, and

• Enhance safety standards across multiple modes of
transportation.

Some highlights include simplifying hazard 
communication requirements for certain fuels, reducing 
review times for tank car design improvements on rail cars, 
and updating certain standards for agricultural equipment. 

PHMSA's proposed amendments 
PHMSA proposes to amend the provisions of highway, 
rail, and vessel hazardous materials. Some of the key 
changes include updates to: 
• Highway cargo tank specifications and requalification

requirements,
• Rail tank car and service equipment design approval

requirements,
• Rail tank car use requirements as recommended by 

the Rail Safety Advisory Committee, and
• Marking requirements for cargo tanks that contain

multiple petroleum distillate fuels.

Submit your comments 
Comments may be sent via online portal, fax, mail, or 
hand delivery. Submitters should include the agency name 
and Docket Number PHMSA-2018-0080 (HM-265) at the 
beginning of their comment. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
City driving 

City driving requires your undivided attention. Heavy 
traffic, narrow streets, and obstructed views are just 
some of the challenges drivers face when operating in 
the city. Make sure drivers are alert to the challenges 
and potential dangers associated with city driving. ♦ 

Expert Help 

Your print publication gives you access to our Expert 
Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts, within one 
business day. Email us, privately and securely, at: 
asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 

Q Expert Help: Question of the Month

Question: Can a CMV operator be cited for cell 

phone use on private property such as a parking 

lot while in motion? 

Answer: Under federal DOT rules, yes. The 
prohibition on using a handheld cell phone applies 
to operation on a "highway," but the definition 
of "highway" includes private property that does 
not have restrictions to keep the public out. If the 
vehicle were legally parked or stopped on private 
property, then it's not a violation. 

Refer to the following, and remember that state and 
local cell-phone laws may vary: 

392.82 Using a hand-held mobile telephone. 

(a)(l) No driver shall use a hand-held mobile 

telephone while driving a CMV. 

(2) No motor carrier shall allow or require its drivers to

use a hand-held mobile telephone while driving a CMV.

(b) Definitions. For the purpose of this section

only, driving means operating a commercial motor

vehicle on a highway, including while temporarily

stationary because of traffic, a traffic control

device, or other momentary delays. Driving does

not include operating a commercial motor vehicle

when the driver has moved the vehicle to the side

of, or off, a highway and has halted in a location

where the vehicle can safely remain stationary.

390.5, Definitions. 

Highway means any road, street, or way, whether 

on public or private property, open to public travel. 

"Open to public travel" means that the road section 

is available, except during scheduled periods, 

extreme weather or emergency conditions, passable 

by four-wheel standard passenger cars, and open 

to the general public for use without restrictive 

gates, prohibitive signs, or regulation other than 

restrictions based on size, weight, or class of 

registration. Toll plazas of public toll roads are not 

considered restrictive gates. ♦ 
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