












• A signature of the carrier's authorized representative
attesting to the inspection and the completion of all
required repairs.

Inspection records must be maintained for two years. 

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) considers this mandatory inspection program 
to be equivalent to the federal inspection requirements in 
Part 396. 

Periodic inspection compliance on January 1 
On and after January 1, 2025, vehicles that are no longer 
subject to the 90-day inspection requirement will be 
subject to the federal annual inspection requirements in 
Part 396 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 
(FMCSRs). ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Personal safety 

Thousands of drivers are injured and millions of 
dollars are lost each year in theft and robberies. 
The key to staying safe is to recognize and avoid 
potentially harmful situations before they happen. A 
well thought out trip and a keen sense of awareness 
can go a long way in preventing these potentially 
harmful situations. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month 
T 

Question: 
Are there any 
regulations 
providing 
guidance on 
what colors 
are allowed for 
truck accent 
lighting? One of 
our drivers was 
pulled over last 
week and given 
a citation due to the truck having blue accent 
lights. No regulation number was referenced on 
the citation. 
Answer: Unfortunately, there's a mix of state and 
federal rules at play. Prohibitions against blue lights 
are found in state traffic codes, not the federal rules. 
For example, here's the Wisconsin regulation: 

347.25(4) No vehicle may be equipped with or 
display any blue colored light or lamp unless the 
vehicle is used in police work authorized by the state 
or a political subdivision of the state or is used by a 
fire department as authorized under sub. (ls). 

This is just one example, but our understanding is that 
many states restrict blue lights in particular because 
blue is typically reserved for emergency vehicles. 

To play it safe, it might be best to avoid blue accent 
lights altogether. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your print publication gives you access to our Expert 
Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts, within one 
business day. Email us, privately and securely, at: 
asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
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