












At the time, the agency said if it received any negative 
comments about the "direct" rule, it would withdraw 
it and forge ahead with the more drawn-out process 
normally used to change a regulation. In a notice 
published August 1, the agency says it did receive negative 
feedback about the changes and is withdrawing them for 
now. 

Since the public was given a chance to weigh in on the 
proposed version of the rule, no additional comment 
period will be offered, the DOT says. The agency's next 
step is to review the comments, revise the proposed 
changes as needed, and publish another final version. 

Minor technical corrections to the drug testing rules that 
were also published on June 21 (and went into effect that 
same day) were not affected. 

The DOT revised its drug-testing rules in May 2023 to 
add saliva-based testing as an option. Motor carriers 
will not be able to perform saliva testing, however, until 
at least two laboratories are certified to test saliva (no 
labs have been certified to date). The DOT's June 21 
rule changes were meant to address deficiencies in those 
saliva testing rules, particularly as they relate to the saliva 
collection process. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Night driving 

Driving at night is dangerous. Darkness hides all 
kinds of hazards (animals, signs, pedestrians, vehicles 
parked along the roadway, etc.) that are easy to see 
in the daylight. Add to that the fact that drivers are 
often physically tired when it's dark, and you have a 
potential deadly combination. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Questions of the Month ... 
Question: What types of accidents must be listed 
in an accident register? 

Answer: An accident is defined in 390.5 of 
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations 
(FMCSRs) as an occurrence involving a commercial 
motor vehicle that results in: 
• Death,
• Injury to a person requiring immediate

treatment away from the scene, or
• Disabling damage to any vehicle involved

requiring a vehicle to be towed from the scene.

The term "accident" doesn't include an occurrence 
which involves only boarding or exiting a stationary 
vehicle or which involves only the loading or 
unloading of a vehicle's cargo. 

Question: Do we have to notify the federal 
Department of Transportation (DOT) when we 
have an accident? 

Answer: No, there isn't a federal DOT requirement 
for reporting an accident. 

Section 390.15 requires a motor carrier to keep an 
accident register. 

State reporting requirements 
may be different. Consult 
the state(s) in which you 
operate for specific 
details. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your print publication gives you access to our Expert 
Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts, within one 
business day. Email us, privately and securely, at: 
asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 
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