












inspectors conduct routine roadside inspections with 

an extra focus on brake systems and parts. The brake 

violation data collected from the blitz is then sent back 

to CVSA to glean more about regulatory compliance and 

enforcement standards and general safety on the roads. 

Although the CVSA did not provide the date of this year's 

enforcement event (which probably took place in April) 

in its data announcement, it did reveal the results of the 

collected data. 

Brake lining/pad focus data 
The Brake Safety focus for 2024 was brake lining/pad 

health and safety, which may cause violations or OOS 

conditions that can impact a motor carrier's safety rating 

if not working properly. 

Inspectors found: 

• 114 brake lining/pad violations on power units.

o 48 of these violations were for contamination.

• 71 brake lining/pad violations on towed units.

o 23 of these violations were for cracks/voids in the

linings/pads.

Other violations were for worn or loose/missing brake 

linings/pads that accounted for 72 violations for power 

and towed units combined. Overall, there were 185 total 

violations in all four violation categories among power 

and towed units. ♦ 

Expert Help 

Your print publication gives you access to our Expert 
Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts, within one 
business day. Email us, privately and securely, at: 
asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 

Next Month's Topic: 
Fatigued driving 

Fatigued or drowsy driving is one of the most 

common causes of vehicle accidents, despite being 

entirely preventable. According to recent statistics 

from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA), fatigue was the one of the most common 

driver impairment factors associated with fatal large 

truck crashes. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Questions of the Month

Question: How many minutes should a pretrip 

inspection on a truck and trailer take? DOT 

pickup truck and trailer? Bobtail truck? 

Answer: The answer can depend on many variables, 

but it should take at least 10-15 minutes to do a 

complete inspection of a tractor-trailer or bus, and 

at least 5-10 minutes to 

inspect a small truck or 

bus. 

The DOT has no rules 

or guidelines for the 

timing, so you are 

free to have your own 

inspection procedures 

and policies to some degree. Many companies set a 

"minimum 15 minutes" policy. 

Question: When is a DVIR required? 

Answer: If the vehicle is a commercial vehicle, 

as in a vehicle used in interstate commerce that 

weighs or is rated at 10,001 pounds or more (see the 

definition of a commercial motor vehicle in 390.5), 

the driver must submit a driver vehicle inspection 

report (DVIR) at the end of the workday if there 

is a defect. A carrier official must then address 

those defect(s). This involves either completing or 

overseeing the repair of those defect(s) or deciding 

if the repairs are not needed (the defect does not 

involve a safety-related component or system). 

Once the defect is addressed, the carrier official 

signs the DVIR (see 396.11). The next driver to 

complete a pretrip inspection on the vehicle will 

also need to sign the DVIR, indicating that the 

repairs were completed or agreeing the repairs were 

not needed (396.13). 

Keep in mind that although the regulations only 

require a DVIR when there is a defect, many 

companies have policies requiring a DVIR at all 

times, defect or not. ♦ 
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