












Benefits of a documented pretrip inspection 
A company's 
policy and 
procedures provide 
a paper trail to 
ensure that pretrip 
inspections are 
conducted and that 
drivers are acting 
on a vehicle defect 
before driving. 
The documented defect and subsequent repair should be 
reflected in the carrier's maintenance records. 

By requiring a documented inspection, either paper 
or electronic, motor carriers help communicate clear 
expectations to their drivers, technicians, and others on 
topics such as: 
• The standards for required documentation;
• The duration of the pretrip inspection (e.g., minimum

of 15 minutes);
• The components to be inspected (including items

outside of the basic 11) that can lead to a breakdown;
and

• The procedures needed to request maintenance when
a vehicle defect is found.

If drivers consistently document their pretrip inspections, 
motor carriers should start to see the following benefits: 
• Fewer roadside inspection violations;
• A lower Vehicle Maintenance BASIC (Behavior

Analysis and Safety Improvement Category) score
under the Compliance, Safety, Accountability (CSA)
program;

• Cost savings from identifying vehicle m�intenance
issues early; and

• A documented defense in the event of a lawsuit
involving the vehicle and/or driver. ♦

Next Month's Topic: 
Preventive maintenance 

Drivers have firsthand knowledge of how well a 
vehicle is running. By training your drivers well and 
talking to them about the importance of inspections 
and preventive maintenance, you can enlist their 
help in maintaining your fleet and avoiding costly 
breakdowns and repairs. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month ... 
Question: This is a question on how high we 
can stack material on a pallet for storage and/ 
or shipping. Does OSHA determine a maximum 
height for stacking material on pallets? 

Answer: OSHA does not have a specific regulation 
on the height of materials stacked on pallets. 

In terms of general hazards from material storage, 
OSHA says that: 

1910.176(b) - Secure storage. Storage of material 
shall not create a hazard. Bags, containers, 
bundles, etc., stored in tiers shall be stacked, 
blocked, interlocked and limited in height so 
that they are stable and secure against sliding or 
collapse. 

OSHA does have a requirement in 1910.159(c) 
(10) regarding sprinkler clearance when stacking
items: "The minimum vertical clearance between
sprinklers and material below shall be 18 inches
(45.7 cm)."

Also, note that depending on the material, there 
could be height limitations based on fire hazard 
concerns (for example, empty pallets can pose a 
hazard from fast developing fire and intense heat 
released from pallet stacks, therefore there are 
height limitations based on the type of sprinkler, 
indoor/outdoor, etc.) We suggest contacting your 
local government fire authority for guidance on this 
aspect. ♦ 

Expert Help 
Your print publication gives you access to our Expert 
Help feature. Get answers to your toughest compliance 
questions from our team of experts, within one 
business day. Email us, privately and securely, at: 
asktheexpertprint@jjkeller.com. 

Copyright 2024 J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc. 
Neither the Trm1lportatio11 Safety Trai11i11g Advisor nor any part thereof may be 
reproduced without the written permission of J. J. Keller. Government regulations 
change constantly, therefore, J. J. Keller cannot assume responsibility or be held liable 
for any losses associated with omissions, errors, or misprinlings in this publication. 
This publication is designed lo provide reasonably accurate information and is sold 
with the understanding that J. J. Keller is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, 
or other professional services. If legal or other expert advice is required, the services 
of a competent professional should be sought. 

EDITOR: Lucero T, uszkowski 
ISSN 2688-1616 GST R123-317687 (72532) 

August 2024 Transportation Safety Training Advisor 7 




