












During the entire inspection (starting at Step 3), the officer 
will also be looking for the presence of drugs or alcohol 
in plain sight in the cab. This involves the officer checking 
the visible area of the cab when on the running boards or 
standing next to the truck with the door open. 

The key to getting through this portion of the inspection 
will be the driver: 
• Being alert and attentive,
• Responding appropriately,
• Following the officer's instructions, and
• Not having drugs or alcohol in the cab.

The Clearinghouse component 
In Step 8 of the inspection (Examine Driver's License), 
the officer will examine the driver's license and run a 
motor vehicle record (MVR) on the driver (the license is 
collected in Step 5 of the inspection). 

During this step, the inspector will also do a 
Clearinghouse check using CDLIS or a CDLIS-fed 
system. If the driver is listed as Prohibited, the driver will 
be cited and placed out of service (regulation 392.15). 

The key to passing this part of the inspection is to make 
sure drivers know and understand the drug and alcohol 
requirements and the Clearinghouse (no drugs, no alcohol 
within four hours of coming on duty, no alcohol in your 
system, no unmanifested alcohol in the vehicle, etc.). 

Also, make sure your company is doing the annual 
queries on all CDL drivers. As well as showing if there 
is an issue, the pre-hire and annual queries trigger 
"push" notifications from the Clearinghouse. These push 
notifications notify a carrier when a driver queried in the 
previous 12 months has had information entered into the 
Clearinghouse on them. ♦ 

Key to remember: During every roadside 
inspection, the officer will assess the driver for signs 
of impairment and check the driver's status in the Drug 
and Alcohol Clearinghouse. Make sure drivers are 
aware of this and prepared for it. 

Next Month's Topic: 
Distracted Driving 

Becoming a distracted driver is easier than you think. 
Any non-driving activity is a potential distraction 
and increases the risk of crashing. All it takes is a 
split second for a small distraction to result in huge 
consequences. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month 
'I' 

Question: Is there a regulation that outlines the 
specifics of what a driver safety program should 
include, how often driver safety meetings need 
to be held, where safety meetings are to be held, 
and who should conduct the meetings? 

Answer: The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) regulations only stipulate 
the safety outcomes, not how a carrier accomplishes 
the safe operation of their fleet. 

However, the safety management cycle, advocated 
by FMCSA and used in compliance reviews, is a 
helpful starting point. It is available on the FMCSA 
website. 

FMCSA requires all carrier employees to be 
knowledgeable of the regulations in accordance 
with 390.3, so regular training for drivers and office 
associates is highly recommended. ♦ 
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