












forecast and road conditions will help them avoid driving 
in hazardous conditions. 

Making sure the truck is well-maintained and equipped 
for winter driving is key. Remind your drivers of these 
tips before they head off for their next winter driving trip: 
• Don't tailgate,
• Don't cut other drivers off,
• Don't block other vehicles, and
• Remember to move over and give extra space to snow

plows, emergency vehicles, and cars.

Driving in winter can be tiring and stressful, so encourage 
drivers to take frequent breaks to stretch their legs and 
drink some coffee or water. Drivers need to stay alert and 
rested. Remind them if they feel too tired or unsafe to 
continue, they must pull over at a rest area or truck stop 
and get some rest. 

Driving a truck in winter can be safe and comfortable if 
you train your drivers to follow these tips, to be courteous 
and respectful to other drivers, and to adjust their driving 
actions to the conditions. ♦ 

¥ 
Key to remember: Winter driving can be challenging 
even for experienced truckers, so it's important they 
adapt their driving styles when driving in poor weather 
conditions, especially on snow-covered or icy roads. 

 

Next Month's Topic: 
Fire Safety 

While preventing fires is the best way to avoid fire­
related injury, death, and property damage, drivers 
also need to be prepared to handle fires if they do 
happen. Common sense, good training, and consistent 
reinforcement are the best ways to prepare drivers for 
any situation. ♦ 

... Expert Help: Question of the Month 
Question: In the U.S. or Canada, do motor 
coaches have to stop at railroad crossings if no 
passengers aboard? 

Answer: For the U.S., see 49 CFR 392.10. 

For Ontario, the Highway Traffic Act states the 
following (a public vehicle is a motor vehicle 
operated on a highway by, for or on behalf of any 
person for the transportation for compensation of 
passengers): 

"Railway crossings 

Public vehicles required to stop 

174. (I) The driver of a public vehicle upon
approaching on a highway a railway crossing that
is not protected by gates or railway crossing signal
lights, unless otherwise directed by a flagman,
shall,

( a) stop the vehicle not less than 5 metres from the
nearest rail of the railway;

(b) look in both directions along the railway track;

(c) open a door of the vehicle and listen to
determine if any train is approaching;

(d) when it is safe to do so, cross the railway track
in a gear that will not need to be changed while
crossing the track; and

(e) not change gears while crossing the railway
track."

You'll notice that Ontario's law does not mention 
whether passengers are on board or not; we would 
advise to always stop, regardless of if passengers are 
on board. 

Buses and other public vehicles are required to stop 
at railway crossings that are not protected by gates, 
signal lights, or a stop sign. School buses must 
stop at railway crossings whether or not they are 
protected by gates or signal lights. ♦ 
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