








r�11 TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE - CARGO SECUREMENT

1. When is the first time you should perform a load check on your cargo?

A. Within 50 miles of your trip

B. After 3 hours of driving

C. Before you start your trip

D. After driving for 150 miles

2. You can determine how many tiedowns you need just by looking at the cargo .

., A. True

B. False

3. How many tiedowns do you need for an ar ticle that is 8.5 feet long and weighs 2,250
pounds?

A. One-half

B. Three

C. Two

D. None of the above

4. The number of tiedowns needed is determined by the length and weight of the articles

A. True

B. False

5. A driver may be exempt from the load check requirements if:

A. The vehicle is sealed,

B. The driver has been ordered not to open or inspect the cargo, or

C. The cargo has been loaded in a way that makes it impractical to inspect.

D. All of the above •
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Cargo securement rule changes may land this year 
An alliance of DOT enforcement agencies is seeking 
significant changes to federal cargo securement rules. 

The Commercial Vehicle 
Safety Alliance (CVSA) has 
asked the FMCSA to make 
several revisions that would 
alter the way tiedowns and 
friction mats are used. The 
FMCSA may include at 
least some of the requested 
changes this year as it 

/ works on updating the cargo 
securement rules in 49 CFR Part 393, Subpart I. 

Unenforceable standards 
Calling them "unenforceable," the CVSA wants the 
agency to amend the performance standards in 393.102(a), 
which have long caused confusion for both motor carriers 
and enforcement officials alike. That section of the rules 
sets standards for a tiedown's breaking strength and 
working load limit (WLL) in relation to the g-forces 
that may be applied. However, those standards have no 
practical application for everyday tiedown usage and are 
rarely cited. 

Direct tiedowns 
The CVSA also wants the FMCSA to remove the need 
for drivers to, in effect, use twice as many tiedowns when 
they're attached directly to the cargo or only pulling the 
cargo in one direction rather than crossing over the cargo 
and pulling down. 

When calculating how many tiedowns they will need, 
drivers currently may count only half of a tiedown's WLL 
when it's attached in a "direct" manner. 

By contrast, Canada allows drivers to use the full WLL 
for direct tiedowns, which means drivers must follow 
"vastly different cargo securement requirements when 
moving between countries," the CVSA noted. 

Friction mats 
Finally, the CVSA wants a better definition of "friction 
mat," currently defined as any "device" placed under 
or between cargo to increase friction. No matter what 
material is used as a friction mat, 393.108(g) says it will 
be assumed to "provide resistance to horizontal movement 
equal to 50 percent of the weight placed on [it]," unless 
marked otherwise. 

The "vague" definition has led drivers and shippers to use 
"a wide range of materials . .. many of which likely do not 
account for securement of 50% of the weight placed on 
the mat," the CVSA wrote. 

The group wants: 
• The SO-percent allowance to be removed,
• Friction-mat manufacturers to mark their products

in a way that allows drivers and officers to tell how
much friction the mats provide (this is something that
Canada currently requires), and

• The FMCSA to specify how friction mats should be
used.

The only rules that refer specifically to the use of friction 
mats are those for securing paper rolls (393.122) and 
metal coils (393.120). Friction mats are optional in most 
cases, however. 

How many tiedowns do you need? 
Determining q_ow many tiedowns are required for a given 
load depends on many factors. Among them: 
• The combined (aggregate) WLL of the tiedowns,

which must be at least half the weight of the items
being secured and depends on how the tiedowns are
attached (see 393.106(d));

• Whether the tiedowns are marked with a WLL (see
393.108);

• The cargo's weight, length, and placement (see
393.110); and

• Whether any commodity-specific rules apply (see
393.116 - 393.136). ♦

Next Month's Topic: 
Customer Service 

In today's business world, the professional driver is 
usually the only representative of the company the 
customer deals with face-to-face. Because of this 
fact, your drivers are the "face" of your company. 
Their conduct, attitude, appearance, and attention to 
customer service play a part in how your company is 
viewed by both current and potential customers. ♦ 
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