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FMCSA proposes changes to Safety 
Measurement System 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) has announced proposed changes to the 
Safety Measurement System (SMS) methodology used to 
prioritize motor carriers for Agency intervention. 
• The proposed changes include:
• Reorganized "BASICs,"
• Reorganized roadside violations,
• Simplified severity weights,
• Improved intervention thresholds,
• Proportionate percentiles,
• Greater focus on recent violations,
• Updated utilization factor,
• New segmentation, and
• Accounting for non-preventable crashes.

The Agency is asking motor carriers and other 
stakeholders to preview how the new methodology 
impacts their prioritization results by logging in to the 
CSA Prioritization Preview website at hU-ps://csaSmcsa. 
dot.g.ov/prioriLizationpreview, 

Stakeholders are encouraged to submit their comments at 
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FMCSA-2022-0066, 
The comment period is open from February 15-May 16, 
2023. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Slips, Trips, and Falls 

As well as being painful and potentially 
embarrassing, a slip, trip, or fall can be costly for both 
drivers and motor carriers. ♦ 

G Expert Help: Question of the Month 
Question: When do I have to stop for a load 
check? 

Answer: In Section 392.9, the motor carrier safety 
regulations require drivers to periodically check 
their cargo and securement devices to ensure 
that the cargo is properly secured and to make 
adjustments as necessary. Under that standard, these 
load checks must occur: 
• Before driving;
• Within the first 50 miles after beginning a trip;

and
• At every change in duty status, every 3 hours, or

once the vehicle has been driven for 150 miles,
whichever occurs first.

Enroute load checks are not required of: 
• Drivers of sealed commercial motor vehicles

who have been ordered not to open the vehicles
to inspect the cargo, or

• Drivers of vehicles that have been loaded in
a manner that makes inspection of the cargo
impracticable. ♦
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