












FMCSA announces medical 

examiner retraining requirements 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
announced on January 11, 2023, the requirement for the 
five-year refresher and ten-year recertification training 
and timelines. 

The five-year point for many CMEs being on the Registry 
passed in 2019 or earlier. FMCSA delayed making the 
five-year refresher course available until July 2022. CMEs 
due or overdue for the five-year refresher in 2022 must 
have completed the training within their registry account 
by December 31, 2022. In 2023 and beyond, CMEs 
should complete the refresher training between years four 
and five before the five-year deadline. 

CMEs due for the ten-year recertification must take the 
course via an authorized private-sect�r provider. Due 
to the five-year refresher delay, CMEs could upload the 
proof of completion of the ten-year recertification starting 
January 1, 2023. Even if a CME is past the ten-year 
point, they have until December 31, 2023, to complete the 
course and pass the test. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Roadcheck/lnspections 

Professional drivers should always be prepared for a 
roadside inspection any time of year. Roadcheck 2023 
is great motivation to ensure your drivers are ready. 

�' Expert Help: Questions of the Month 

Question: I have a driver who can't get in to 

see his primary doctor for a medical card 

recertification until a week after his card expires. 

Is there a workaround for this problem? 

Answer: The driver will be uncertified and therefore 
unqualified to drive a CMV after the expiration date 
on the card. Unfortunately, medical cards cannot 
be extended under any circumstances. There is no 
work around other than to ask another certified 
medical examiner (CME) to do the exam or hope 
for an appointment to open up before the driver's 
current card expires. 

Question: I had a driver get five miles away and 

then notice a light was out. The driver came 

back to have the light repaired. Is this a situation 

where the driver can sign out of the ELD and 

mark those hours under maintenance? 

Answer: Taking the vehicle in for service or repair 
is an on-duty activity. In this case, the time spent 
driving to the terminal for repairs would have to be 
logged as driving time. The only time a driver can 
log out and call driving time off-duty time is if the 
movement qualifies as personal conveyance. ♦ 
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