












Union Pacific's new intermodal seal 

requirements 

Transporters who move intermodal containers via Union 

Pacific (UP) in the United States must comply with new 

intermodal seal requirements, according to a policy 

change announced by UP on October 5, 2022. 

As of December 5, 2022, Union Pacific will require high 

security "H" seals on all intermodal shipments. 

UP indicated that "H'' seals will help reduce industry 

thefts and "provide the highest level of protection from 

unauthorized entry into intermodal containers or trailers 

during all levels of logistic transportation from the 

shipper." Furthermore, UP indicates a minimum seal 
requirement of "1/8 cable or bolt seal," which means a 

high security "H" cable or bolt seal as defined by ISO 

17712. A "1/8 cable" is a cable seal with a 1/8-inch (3.25 

millimeter [mm]) diameter cable. Smaller diameter cable 

seals would not meet this requirement. 

The policy change is expected to reduce theft and loss 

claims for shippers. Indicative seals do not deter theft, but 

high security seals provide protection against unwanted 

intrusion. 

UP customers can no longer use indicative "I'' seals or 

security "S" seals for intermodal shipments beginning 

December 5, 2022. Examples of "I" seals include plastic 

seals and metal (tin) strap seals. Examples of "S" seals 

include cable seals with smaller than 1/8-inch (3.25 mm) 

cables. ♦ 
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Next Month's Topic: 
Visual Search 

Professional drivers need to be aware of what is going 

on around their vehicles at all times. Conducting an 

effective visual search is important when it comes to 

gathering all of the necessary information needed to 

make safe driving decisions. ♦ 

... Expert Help: Questions of the Month

Question: We have the annual inspection decal 

on our trucks along with digital access to the 

annual inspection paperwork. In a market of 

ours recently, a roadside inspector found a truck 

to have a faded decal that has become illegible. 

Our driver produced the annual inspection 

paperwork, however the inspector still cited him 

for no decal. Are both the decal and paperwork 

required? 

Answer: The federal regulation involved (§396.17) 

states that the vehicle must have either a copy of the 

report or a decal containing specific information on 

board as proof the vehicle was annually inspected. 

If the driver presented the officer with a paper or 

electronic version of the annual inspection report 

when the officer stated the decal was illegible, 

there should have been no violation written and the 

violation should be challenged through DataQs, 

using the regulation as support. 

Question: Commercial trailers have permanent 

license plates. As these are non-expiring, is 

trailer registration required to be kept in 

the document holder on the bulkhead of the 

trailer? In the event of an accident, an officer 

would ideally want to see tractor registration/ 

cab card, COi, and probably even verify that 

the equipment is up to date on the Federal 

inspections. However, I am unsure if trailer 

registration is needed since they have permanent 

plates. 

Answer: The trailer registration is not included 

on the list of documents checked during a DOT 

Level III Driver/Credential/Administrative 

inspection. However, some states do mention trailer 

registration as something they look for. Therefore, 

we recommend making sure the documentation is 

accessible, especially when traveling through states 

that may require it. ♦ 
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