












NHTSA estimate shows a five 

percent decrease in traffic fatalities 

during quarter two 

For the first time since 2020, the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimates that 

fatalities from motor vehicle crashes have decreased. Alt­

hough fatalities rose seven percent from January through 

March, April through June showed a decrease of almost 

five percent. 

Rhode Island has seen the most impressive improvement. 

The state's number of fatalities has dropped 56.6 percent 

compared to the first half of 2021, and the fatality rate 

- the number of fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles

traveled - has dropped from 0.93 to 0.38. Massachusetts

and Minnesota tie for the next lowest fatality rate, 0.68.

The national fatality rate is 1.27.

NHTSA bases their fatality estimates on police crash 

reports and other sources. Estimates for the first half of 

2022 will be updated in late December. ♦ 

Next Month's Topic: 
Paperwork Management 

Keeping track of required paperwork 

can be a lot for drivers to manage. Knowing what 

is required to be in the vehicle as well as what can 

be stored electronically and what must be available 
as a physical document will help your drivers stay 

compliant and organized. ♦ 

... Expert Help: Questions of the Month

Question: What should a driver 

do if railroad crossing lights are 

flashing, but the arms don't come 

down and no train is visible? 
ii 
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Answer: The answer depends on the state's traffic 

codes. 

Jn most states, the driver may only drive past an 

active railroad crossing warning device (light/bell) 

after stopping and investigating to determine that 

there is no train approaching and that it is safe to 

cross the tracks, but no state allows a driver to go 

around a lowered traffic gate. 

The best practice for the driver when encountering 

what is believed to be a malfunctioning railroad 

crossing warning device is to park, locate the 

railroad emergency number on the crossing 

equipment, and contact the railroad. The railroad 

can tell the driver if there is a train in the area and 

therefore if it is safe to cross. This will also cause 

the railroad to contact local law enforcement to 

get positive control over the crossing and to send a 

signal crew out to repair the crossing warning if it is 

indeed malfunctioning. 

Question: Should pre- and post-trip inspections 

be done on a trailer? If yes, can they be on the 

same driver vehicle inspection report (DVIR) as 

the tractor? 

Answer: Both the truck and trailer must be included 

in all inspections (pre/post/annual, etc.) and defects 

on either must be reported using a DVIR at the end 

of the day. One DVIR must be used for each truck/ 

tractor, but multiple trailers may be included on a 

single DVIR. Note that pretrip inspections do not 

need to be documented. For post-trips, a DVIR is 

required if there is a defect, but no report is required 

if there is no defect. The company can choose to 

adopt a policy requiring daily DV lRs, however, 

even when there are no defects. ♦ 
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