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Expert Help: Questions of the Month 

Question: Can drivers who have a CDL study the 
hazardous materials endorsement curriculum 
independently and test with the DMV to receive 
the endorsement? 

Answer: All entry-level driver training requires 
training to be administered by a school or entity 
listed on the Training Provider Registry (TPR). 
After the course, the training provider is responsible 
for submitting students' scores to the TPR. The 
state licensing agency won't allow the individual to 
take the theory test until the driver has successfully 
completed the hazmat theory course and the 
instructor has entered the driver's score into the 
TPR. 

Question: Are there specific qualifications that 
an individual needs to have in order to legally 
perform DOT repairs? 

Answer: The only FMCSA requirements are for 
those who perform annual inspections and brake 
inspections or repair. Any mechanic who works 
on brakes and is employed by a motor carrier must 
be qualified per §396.25. There are no other DOT 
requirements. Technicians who service or repair 
motor vehicle air conditioners are required to 
have specific training under U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) rules. The training (and 
proof of the training) must be provided through an 
EPA-approved program. SAE, ASE, and vehicle 
and component manufacturers typically provide 
this training. Finally, states may have their own 
licensing or qualification/certification requirements 
for becoming a mechanic. ♦ 

� Got a question? 
Your subscription includes online access to our 

subject matter experts! Visit the Compliance Library 
at JJKellerlibrary.com and click on G Expert Help to 
take advantage of this great feature. 

Next Month's Topic: City 
Driving 
The importance of defensive driving 

is magnified when operating in an urban area. City 
driving requires a driver's undivided attention. Heavy 
traffic, narrow streets, and obstructed views are just 
some of the challenges the professional driver faces 
when operating in the city. ♦ 

Copyright 2022 J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc 
Neither the Transportation Safety Training Advisor nor any part thereof may be 
reproduced without the written permission of J. J. Keller. Government regulations 
change constantly, therefore, J. J. Keller cannot assume responsibility or be held liable 
for any losses associated with omissions, errors, or misprintings in this publication. 
This publication is designed to provide reasonably accurate information and is sold 
with the understanding that J. J. Keller is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, 
or other professional services. If legal or other expert advice is required, the services 
of a competent professional should be sought 

EDITOR: Jen Loomis 
ISSN 2688-1616 GST Rl23-317687 (64118) 

October 2022 Transportation Safety Training Advisor 7 




