
Tire Chain Laws By State:
With winter rolling in, it’s time to start thinking about chain laws and how to use tire chains. 

Failing to use chains when you’re required to do so — or using them when you shouldn’t — can result

in hefty fines. 

How to Put on Tire Chains
Prepare in case you are required to have them. Pre-planning can assist greatly, it’s always
good practice to know how to use them. If you encounter an emergency or end up in an area
that requires them, you’ll know how to use them. 

Putting on tire chains is time-consuming, especially if you’ve never done it. If you’ve chained
before, it might take you 30 minutes to chain four tires. If you’ve never done it before, it could
take 90 minutes. 

Get to the safest place you can park to chain up. Then grab your chains. How many chains
you put on will depend upon state regulations, but they don’t need to go on every tire. 

Untangle the chains and ensure they’re clean of snow. Then you can begin to drape the chains
over the select tires with the hooks facing out. Connect the chains. Then, you’ll need to drive
forward and/or backward to get the chain on the rest of the tire. 

Tire chain laws are mandated on the state level. Tire chain laws dictate when you should,
shouldn’t and must use tire chains. Many states allow chains when needed at the driver’s
discretion, but some states restrict them depending on the time of year and type of chain. 

Using the incorrect type of chain or using chains that aren’t in accordance with these laws can
subject you to fines. Chains can not only damage your truck and trailer; they can also damage the
roads. This is why states have laws regarding their usage. 

Use the chart below for state-by-state guidance on when you’re required to carry chains in your
truck, when you need to use them and when you shouldn’t use them. Failing to follow these laws
can result in fines. 

State Chain Law Summary



Alabama Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Alaska Tire chain laws vary by location and time of year, check local laws. Special
permits may be obtained to use chains in prohibited zones.

Arizona Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Arkansas Allowed during certain times of year when required due to snow, rain or other
poor weather conditions. 

California
Tire chain controls may be established in mountain areas. Follow posted signs
along the highway. At least eight chains are needed to comply with
regulations. 

Colorado Drivers must carry tire chains in certain areas September 1 to May 31. To
avoid fines, check local laws and use chains when required. 

Connecticut Chains and studded tires may be used November 15 to April 30.

Delaware Chains are allowed when needed from October 15 to April 15.  

Florida No tire chain laws.

Georgia Tire chains required when posted on signage. 

Hawaii No tire chain laws.

Idaho Studded tires are allowed October 1 to April 30. Chains are allowed as needed
and required on some mountain passes.

Illinois Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Indiana Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Iowa Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Kansas Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Kentucky May not be used unless the road is ice-covered or the vehicle has an ice shoe
at least 6 inches wide. Limit on diameter and spacing.

Louisiana Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Maine
Allowed when required during certain times of year due to snow, rain or other
poor weather conditions. Studs, wires and spikes are prohibited otherwise
from May 1 to October 1. 

https://codes.findlaw.com/al/title-32-motor-vehicles-and-traffic/al-code-sect-32-5-210/
https://dot.alaska.gov/gen_travelinfo.shtml
https://azdot.gov/about/transportation-safety/severe-weather/know-snow-and-ice#:~:text=Use%20snow%20tires%2C%20chains%20or,1%20to%20May%201.
https://www.jeffcoso.org/blog.php?cid=2&id=9
https://dot.ca.gov/travel/winter-driving-tips/chain-controls#:~:text=Requirement%201%20(R%2D1),chains%20on%20one%20drive%20axle.
https://www.codot.gov/travel/colorado-chain-law
https://portal.ct.gov/DOT/Safety/Winter-Driving/Winter-Driving-Tips
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title21/c043/sc01/index.html#:~:text=Farm%20machinery%20with%20tires%20having,vehicle%20to%20slide%20or%20skid.
https://www.fdot.gov/
https://dps.georgia.gov/sites/dps.georgia.gov/files/related_files/press_release/Georgia%20Tire%20Chain%20Requirements.pdf
https://hidot.hawaii.gov/highways/files/2021/03/2020-Hawaii-Drivers-Manual_5.375x8.375_Revised-FInal_WEB.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title49/t49ch9/sect49-948/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=062500050K12-401
https://faqs.in.gov/hc/en-us/articles/115005063487-Are-tire-chains-and-studs-legal-in-Indiana-#:~:text=Tire%20chains%20are%20legal%20when,%2C%20317%2D232%2D8250.
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/2014/321.442.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li_2020/b2019_20/statute/008_000_0000_chapter/008_017_0000_article/008_017_0042_section/008_017_0042_k/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6319#:~:text=Page%201-,189.190%20Chains%20and%20lugs%20on%20wheels%20%2D%2D%20Thickness%20of%20solid,six%20(6)%20inches%20wide.
https://codes.findlaw.com/la/revised-statutes/la-rev-stat-tit-32-sect-362.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/29-A/title29-Asec2381.html


Maryland Required when a snow emergency has been declared, but not allowed on
vehicles weighing more than 10,000 lbs.

Massachusetts Permitted when necessary from November 1 to May 1.

Michigan Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Minnesota Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Mississippi Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Missouri Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions.
Not permitted April 1 to November 1.

Montana Chains may be required when a chain-up sign is posted. Vehicles are required
to carry tire chains October 1 to April 1 when indicated.

Nebraska Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Nevada Required on all vehicles over 10,000 pounds when posted. 

New
Hampshire Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

New Jersey Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

New Mexico Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

New York Allowed when required October 16 to April 30. 

North
Carolina Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

North Dakota
Studded tires allowed between October 15 and April 15. Otherwise, tire
chains are allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather
conditions. 

Ohio Studded tires allowed between November 1 and April 15. Tire chains are not
allowed.

Oklahoma Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Oregon Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions.
Follow posted signs for usage requirements. 

Pennsylvania Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcfrs-psta/Resources/Files/Driver/20150325/UnitKBAerials/Aerial_Manual/Resource_Guide/Module_13_Use_of_Snow_Chains_OnSpots.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/prepare-your-vehicle-for-winter-driving
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(m30rjysvkkndynptthz425ug))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-257-710
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/2022/cite/169.72
https://codes.findlaw.com/ms/title-63-motor-vehicles-traffic-regulations/ms-code-sect-63-7-67.html#:~:text=However%2C%20it%20shall%20be%20permissible,cause%20a%20vehicle%20to%20skid.
https://www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov/MSHPWeb/Publications/Brochures/documents/SHP-216J.pdf
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/webdata/external/mcs/MT-Tire-Chain-Laws.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-6,250#:~:text=(c)%20It%20shall%20be%20permissible,vehicle%20to%20slide%20or%20skid.
https://www.dot.nv.gov/safety/safe-winter-driving/traction-and-chain-requirement-descriptions
https://www.dot.nh.gov/
https://www.dot.nh.gov/
https://codes.findlaw.com/nj/title-39-motor-vehicles-and-traffic-regulation/nj-st-sect-39-3-73/#:~:text=Motor%20vehicle%20tires%20may%20be,highway%20conditions%20do%20not%20make
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-66-motor-vehicles/nm-st-sect-66-3-847/
https://dmv.ny.gov/press-release/press-release-10-14-2016
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-122.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-122.html
https://www.nd.gov/ndhp/node/120
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-5589.081
http://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/1999-00%20INT/sb/sb6%20int.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/pages/winter-driving.aspx
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=45&sctn=25&subsctn=0


Rhode Island Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

South Carolina Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

South Dakota Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Tennessee Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Texas Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Utah Allowed during October 1 and April 30, when posted or when road conditions
warrant it. 

Vermont Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions.
Required in certain areas when posted.

Virginia Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions. 

Washington Required on certain routes from November 1 to April 1. Check local laws and
use chains when required. 

West Virginia Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions.
Chains mustn’t come in direct contact with the road surface.

Wisconsin Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions.
Chains mustn’t come in direct contact with the road surface.

Wyoming Allowed when required due to snow, rain or other poor weather conditions.
Chains may be required in extreme weather conditions.

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-23/31-23-20.HTM
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t56c005.php
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/32-19
https://statutes.laws.com/tennessee/title-55/chapter-9/part-1/55-9-106/
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.547.htm
https://www.udot.utah.gov/connect/business/motor-carriers/dot-safety-regulations/snow-tire-chain-requirements/
https://dmv.vermont.gov/sites/dmv/files/documents/VN-200%20-%20Chain%20Up%20Rack%20Card.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1044/#:~:text=%C2%A7%2046.2%2D1044.-,Cleats%2C%20etc.%2C%20on%20tires%3B%20chains%3B%20tires%20with,traction%20surface%20of%20the%20tire.
https://wsdot.wa.gov/travel/commercial-vehicles/route-commercial-vehicle-restrictions/commercial-vehicle-chain-requirements
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/chapterentire.cfm?chap=17C&art=15&section=37
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/347/III/45
https://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/travel/winter/chain_law.html

